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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, Claims 1 -6 in the reply filed on 
18 May 201 1 is acknowledged. 

On page 2 of the response, Applicant canceled Claims 7-26. 
Claims 1-6 are currently pending and under prosecution. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-6 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claims 1-6 are indefinite in claim 1, line 8 for the recitation "said second" 
because it is unclear whether the recitation refers to the second conduit or second 
transport channel. It is suggested that the claim be amended to clarify. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Gong et 
al (2003/01 38819, filed 24 October 2002). 

Regarding Claim 1, Gong teaches a microfluidic device comprising a plurality of 
chambers (assay stations, 26), each having a first and second conduit (channels, 
24/28). The device further comprises a first and second transport channel (22/30) 
providing a bypass channel at the first end in flow communication with the conduits and 
chambers (Fig. 1 , 5 and Abstract). 

Regarding Claim 2, Gong teaches the interior surfaces of the channels are 
coated with a hydrophobic film fl[ 87, 90-91). 

Regarding Claim 3, Gong teaches the device further comprises a distribution 
channel (20, Fig. 1). 

Regarding Claim 4, Gong teaches the transportation channels contain oil 
(isolation medium, 54, if 1 08) and the chamber contain aqueous solutions (H 126). 

Regarding Claim 5, Gong teaches the channels and chambers contain air and/or 
gas as a carrier for delivering reagents to the chambers (U 83). 

Regarding Claim 6, Gong teaches the chambers further comprise beads {% 194). 
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Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Peters et al (DE 1980499, published 16 September 1999). 

Regarding Claim 1 , Peters teaches a microfluidic device comprising a plurality of 
chambers (3), each having a first and second conduit (feed canal, 5). The device 
further comprises a first and second transport channel (connection channels, 7/1 1 ) 
providing a bypass channel at the first end in flow communication with the conduits and 
chambers (Fig. 1 and Abstract). 

Regarding Claim 3, Peters teaches the device further comprises a distribution 
channel (7, Fig. 1). 

Conclusion 

No claim is allowed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Betty Forman whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
0741 . The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00 TO 3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dave Nguyen can be reached on (571 ) 272-0731 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Betty Forman 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1634 

/Betty Forman/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1634 



